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1 T HE 8 
CIRCULAR LETTER, 
| FROM THE 
BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 


Aſſembled at Leiceſter, the 1 3th, 14th, and 15th of June, 1797. 


intaini e important Doctrines of three equal Perſons in the God- 
e ang = perſonal Election; original Sin; particular Re- 
demption; free Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chrilt ; 
efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance of real Be- 
lievers ; the Reſurrection of the Dead; the future Judgment; the 
eternal Happineſs of the Righteous; and everlaſting Miſery of ſuch 


as die impenitent ; with the Congregational Order of the Churches, 
inviolably ; | 


the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters from, meeting at 
| 5 Derby thire ; Bre rent, Staffordſhire; 1 and Nor- 
tingbam, Nottinghamſhire; Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, re, and 
Foxton, Leiceſterſhire ; Oakham, Rutland; Braunſton, Guii/dorough, Clipftone, 
F- Gretton, Kettering, Northampton, and Road, Northamptonſhire; Cingy, Bucking- 
| hamthire; Thorn, Bedfordſhire ; St. A/bans, Herts ; and Spalding, Lincolnthire*. 


Grace and Peace be multiplied unto you, through the knowledge of 
God, and of Jeſus our Lord ! | 


Dear Brethren ! 


HE hand of our God being upon us for good, we met in ſafety. 
4 Our interview was pleaſant, and, we truſt, profitable. Many ef 
the letters from the churches, contained encouraging information. Where 
| any cauſes of grief exiſt, may the Lord appear, heal, and revive his 
work! A readineſs to liſten to the tidings of the Goſpel, evident!y exiſts 
uin many dark, and, until of late, inacceſſible villages. There is en- 
| couragement for prayer, and matter for praiſe. 

| You know, dear Brethren, that it has been our practice for many 
| years to addreſs you in our Annual Letter, upon ſome ſingle Article of 
hriſtianity. We now vary a little from our uſual method, and ſhall 
Wore immediately lead you to reflect on the Grounas of your faith at large, 
as CyHRISTIans, | 

You have in your hands a book which you call the Bible. You 
conſider it as 2 divinely inſpired volume; containing a revelation of the 
mind and will of God. You make it the rule of your faith and con- 
duet in matters of religion. You value it as a treaſure of ineſtimable 
A worth. 


* The uſual Letters fro Walsy, : 
: m 7'alzrave, Moulton, and Soham, were by an uner- 
pected hinderance prevented from coming to hand in time. , x 


* 


worth. You find the doctrines it contains, to be ſources of the ſweeteſ 
conſolation in the life that now is; and the foundation of 
pleaſing expeRation as to that which is to come. Yet you are not is, | 
norant, that there are numbers who treat with the moſt open cop. | 
tempt, the volume you ſo highly value; and pour on you a torrent gf 
reproach, on account of your adhering to it. Perhaps, ſome of you | 
have known an hour of temptation, when your boſoms have been ls 
with painful, and perplexing doubts. The thought has darted through | 
your very fouls, how, if the Bible ſhould prove a deluſion ? It hx | 
wounded your peace, and diſtreſſed your hearts; brought guilt on you | 
conſciences, and damped the vigour of your ſpiritual purſuits, Noy | 
with a wiſh to relieve your minds, and ſtrengthen your faith in the Divi. 
ality of our holy Religion, we at this time addreſs you. 

Dear Brethren ; you are in the main ſatisfied that we have not fol. 
lowed cunningly deviſed fables ; and that the Goſpel we have preached 
unto you, is not after men. True, the enemies of Chriſtianity hare 
often inſinuated, that it will not endure examination: but nothing is 
more repugnant to truth. Provided men do but examine in a ſerious 
and impartial manner, we have no fears about the conſequence. The 
grand r2quiſite is an upright and honeſt heart. But when any difap- 
prove the general ſtrain of revelation for its own ſake ; when they diſlike 
the doctrines it reveals, and the precepts it inculcates, becauſe they claſ 
with their ſelf- important notions, and vicious propenſities; ſuch perſons 


will examine with prejudice. They will be in danger of being governed, 8 


not ſo much by evidence, as by their own previous ſentiments and 
feelings. And, if ſo, who ſees not that they are very likely to make an 
unfair decifion ? Ke 

We have ſaid the Bible is a volume divinely inſpired. The import of 
this aſſertion we would explain, and its truth confirm. 

Some will probably aſk, what do you mean by inſpiration ? To ſuch 
we reply, it is a fupernatural influence upon the mind of a rational 
creature, enabling him to think, and if neceſſary to ſpeak, or write, in 
ſuch a manner as he could not have done without it. True, it admits of 
various degrees. When the writer was treating upon a ſubject with 
which he was previouſly acquainted, he only needed the ſpirit of inf! 
ration to aſſiſt his recollection, and ſecure him from error and miſtake. 
But on many occaſions, the Divine Spirit ſuggeſted the thoughts aud 
ideas immediately to the mind of the penman of the ſacred page. Ho# 
this was done, we know not. Nor is it neceſſary we ſhould. We heit 
that a certain fact is aſſerted. The credit we give to it, is not founded ol, 
or proportioned to, the eaſe with which we comprehend it, but the e 
dence by which it is ſupported. What we here aſſert is, that the Bible 
was written under ſuch an influence as we have now deſcribed. Shou 
ſatisiatory evidence be given of this, the natural conſequence will be, 
that it contains a revelation of the mind and will of God, and ought tv 
be our guide in matters of religion. | 

Thar fuch a revelation is deſirable, one would ſuppoſe none cal 
doubt. Without it, man is like a lonely benighted traveller, entangle 
in a vaſt yilderneſs, who knows not whither he is going. You, bre- 
thren, feel your nced of a friendly, a faithful guide. Is there a future 


ſtate of exiſtence for man ? If there is, will it be a happy, or 4 par 


4 


a+ 
ble one? If happy, how may it be enjoyed ? Theſe are a few among 
multitude of enquiries, which you find yourſelves at a loſs to reſolve, 
Ethout the Bible. How needful to your daily comfort. is a ſatisfactory 
fer to queſtions ſo intereſting and important : | : f 
No reaſonable doubt can be made, whether ſuch a revelation be poſ- 
ble, or not, No truths can be more ſelf-evident, than, that the in- 
nitely great and wiſe Jehovah can make known his mind to a rational 
ind intelligent creature; that he can do it in ſuch a manner, as to ſatisfy 
uch a Per that it is indeed a revelation of his mind; and that he can 
able him to give to others all neceſſary and convincing evidence that 
eis really favoured with a revelation from God, Whether the 
b;4/; be attended with this evidence or not, is the queſtion now to be 
—_—_—:nincd. F . 2 
wee begin by remarking the moral character of its writers. That 
Whey were in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the term, perfect, or free from all ſinful 
ge fects, we mean not to afſert. The contrary is evident. As men, and 
good men, they had defects. But as to their general character, and 
{particularly as writers of the ſacred pages, they were either honeſt or 
Wiſhoneſt ; either men of integrity, or guilty of the vileſt knavery; 
ther the true and genuine characters they repreſented themſelves to be, 
the greateſt impoſtors that ever exiſted in our world. 
But {> far as we can contemplate their characters, can we find any evi- 
ence that they were deſigning, hypocritical, or felf-intereſted perſons ? 
Rather on the contrary, do they not at firſt ſight appear to be fair, open, 
genuous, and honeſt men? Take a view of the Apeſtlet in particular. 
The doctrines they preached may be briefly comprehended under two 
rticles, the Dignity of the perſon of Jeſus, and the Deſign upon which 
he came into the world. To demonſtrate the truth of their doctrine, 
hey appealed to the Reſurrection of Chriſt. They appealed not to a fact 
hat had taken place at the diſtance of a thouſand miles, but on the 
pot; not to a fact that had happened a thouſand years ago, bur 
Within a few weeks of the time when they began their public Teſtimony > 
ot to a {at witneſſed by one or two individuals only, but the proof of 
bich was {cen by above five hundred at a time. Had there been any 
. raud in the buſineſs, it muſt have been detected. Some ventured to 
ens, but none were ever able to diſprove their teſtimony. Their wits 
ess vas uniform and unequivocal at all times, and in all places. Nei- 
Per threatenings could intimidate, nor ſufferings diſcourage. The more 
lolely their conduct is examined, and their character inveſtigated, the 
* plainly they will appear to have been men of truth and integrity. 
. 3 beep tian be expected, that ſhould the great Jehovah favor 
e 8 l 5 a revelation of his mind and will, that it ſhould 
„ 3 15 Þ 5 Worthy of himjel = and then ſuitable to 2 character 
ea 1 * how evidently is this the caſe reſpecting the ſa- 
ein : ey are worthy of God. Do they not bear his 
oline tine a eg holy, holy Lord God of Hoſts ; and does not 
e God, whoſe wy ont lultre in every facred page? He is the ouly 
_ note underſtanding is infinite; and is not his infinite wiſdom 
bereut in the ſublimity of thoſe truths the ſcripture reveals? He is 
great, and greatly to be feared: | They BP n 5 
3 dat do de feared; and do we not find in it a dignity and 
majeſty becoming h by i * 
| 5 bim, who doth according to his will in the army of 
| | heaven, 
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1 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ? He is good, ſuper 
tively good; and what is the Goſpel, but a ſyſtem of love? Does ng: 
benevolence here ſhine in the moſt attractive form? Examine all the | 
contents of this bleſſed book, and ſee if their manifeſt tendency is n | 
to promote the preſent and future welfare of the children of men! 
The Bible is worthy of God. It is a fair tranſcript of the tranſcendant 
excellencies of his glorious character. | 

And while it is thus worthy of God, it is at the ſame time ſuited ) 
our character and circumſtances. We are ignorant; is there not here 
inſtruction? We are rational beings; are there not here arguments Ml 
adapted to convince our judgments, and motives calculated to influence | 
our hearts? We are ſinners, we are in a periſhing condition; and 5; 
there not here revealed a Saviour able to recover us, and a Salyation 
extenſive as our miſery? We are mortal creatures, we muſt ere long 
fall a ſacrifice to the reſiſtleſs hand of all-conquering death; and do we | 
not here find a future world held up to our view? Are not abodes f 
woe for the wicked, and realms of bliſs for the righteous, placed full 
in our eye? How ſuitable to our character and circumſtances is ſuch a WM 
volume! | | 

Upon a ſuppoſition that God has favoured us with a revelation of hi 
thind committed to writing, we may N xpect that ſuch an 2. 
ticle will be the object of his peculiar Care. Kis has been the cal 
with the ſaered volume. Few, if any writings of credit now exiſt, 6 
ancient as many parts of the Bible. No other hook contains princips Wl 
ſo oppoſite to the general bias of human nature; and conſequently 9 Wl 
other has met with ſuch oppoſition. Princes have laboured to deſt WM 
it, writers to ridicule and diſparage it, and prieſts to entomb it in te 
ſepulchre of a dead language; but ſtill it lives and triumphs. Like the 
glorious character which it principally exhibits, it hath never ſeen cot. 
ruption. At the Reformation, God, as it were, raiſed it from the deal; 
and ſince that period it has had free courſe, and been glorified. An 
ſuch we are perſuaded will be the caſe more and more, until it ſhall has 
pervaded every part of the habitable earth. 1 

Contemplating the ſubje& farther, we find that many of the Prophet 
of old, as alſo Chrift and his Apoſtles, frequently wrought mia 
A miracle is ſome ſurprizing and wonderful event, which is ſuperior b 
all natural cauſes, and evidences the immediate interpoſition of a Divi 
power. It ſeems defigned firſt to attract notice, and then ultimately 
confirm a teſtimony. Thoſe wrought by Moſes of old, or by Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles in later ages, were well calculated to engage the attention, 
and promote a ſpirit of enquiry in the minds of all around. To! 
and engage the attention, is an important object; but to confirma ri 
is their ultimate deſign. Thus when Moſes was ſent by the moſt I's 
God, to afſemble the elders of Iſrael, and go with them to Pharoab, 
demand their liberty in the name of Jehovah, he obſerved, that when 
he ſhould open his commiſſion, and announce the authority uuder whiC 
he ated, they would not receive his meſſage, or credit his teſtimo 
The Lord replied, by commanding him to caſt the rod that was in . 
hand upon the ground; he did o, and it was transformed into 3 45 
pent. Then, by Divine direction, he caught it by the tail, and wo 
diately it became a rod again in his hand. A ſign ſimilar to this wy 
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1 before the elders of Iſrael; and the end to be anſwered by 
rom they might believe that the Lord God of their fathers, the 
bod of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob, had ap- 
Bred unto him. Accordingly when he, in company with Aaron, had 
Olle ted the elders of Iſrael, and delivered his meſlage, he repeated this 
gn; and the people when they ſaw it, believed, bowed their heads, 
nd worthipped®. _ : 

Thus when our bleſſed Redeemer appeared in the world, and declared 
zimſelf to be the Meſſiah whoſe coming was foretold in the Prophets, 
Ie truth of his teſtimony became a queſtion much debated. This 
night naturally be expected. But how ſhall the matter be determined? 
He appealed to the miracles he wrought, as confirming the truth of 
Chat he ſaid. So when the humble, but perhaps heſitating character, 
onfined in priſon, by his meſſengers enquires, © Art thou he that 
Would come, or do we look for another?“ our Saviour proceeded to 
Work various miracles before their eyes. He then addrefied them, 
Rying, © Go and ſnew John again thoſe things which you do hear and 
eee: the blind receive their ſight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, 
oe geaf hear, and the dead are raiſed}. Again, when he undertook 
s ſilence the petulant oppoſition of ſuch as denied his claim, he appealed 
the miracles he wrought, as affording undeniable evidence of the 
ruth of what he aflerted. They accuſed him of blaſphemy in ſaying 
hat he was the Son of God. He repelled the charge by replying, “ If 
= do not the works of my Father, believe me not; but if I do, though 
e believe me not, believe the works, that ye may know and believe 
that the Father is in me, and I in himſ. : 

Similar was the caſe with the Apoſtles of Chriſt. Authorized by his 
commiſſion, they viſited the heathen nations. Inſpired with celeſtial 
ardor, they travelled from land to land, preaching that Jeſus was the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of men; at the ſame time healing all 
manner of ſickneſs, and all kind of diſeaſes. There were evidences 
wherever they went, of the authority under which they acted, and the 
divinity of the meſſage they publiſhed. Thus God bare them witneſs 
| with ſigns and wonders, and with diverſe miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, according to his own wills.” 5 | 

| That many pretended miracles have made their appearance in the 
= ord, is admitted. But this circumſtance inſtead of diſcrediting real 
ones, ſerves rather to confirm them. No man ever counterfeited what 
ever exiſted. Genuine miracles, we may alſo obſerve, are eaſily diſ- 
| tinguiihed from thoſe which are pretended. On examination, they will 
be found worthy of God, having been always wrought to anſwer ſome 
"= good moral purpoſe. Tie far greater part of them were acts of bene- 
Of ficence to the poor and afflicted; and thoſe few by which judgments were 
#00 | fg on notorious offenders, were calculated to impreſs the minds of 
| pectators with facred awe. How contrary is the character of all thoſe 
3 which are attributed to the Romiſh ſaints! They carry in them 
Tac marks of lying wouders, of which the church of God was expreſs; 


forewarne ; 333 Ts „ | 
Pore arned||, Their frivolity is as ridiculous, as their falſehood is 
IDbiquitous. | i . 
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Behold a ſyſtem of religion, to which the broad ſeal of Heaven þ 
affixed. Surely none can rejet Chriſtianity, attended with ſuch Proof; 
ſo plain, fo full, ſo numerous, without betraying either the moſt cul. 
pable inattention, or the moſt criminal averfion. Such evince thy 
blindneſs and callouſneſs of heart, and that depravity of mental taſte 
which awfully manifeſt them to be taken captive by the devil at his will, 
Examining the contents of that volume you call the Bible, you per. 
ceive that one conſiderable branch of it is Prophecy, Here numeroy 
events are foretoid with attoniſhing exactneſs, and often many hundred; 
of years before they exiſted. This could not be the reſult of human 
foreſight. Alone could they be contempiated and forztold by him, 
known unto whom are all things from the beginning to the end. Seated 
on the circle of the earth as his throne, he ſurveys . one glance what. 
ever is paſt, preſent, or future to his creatures, and imparts a few out. 
lines of his plan to thoſe who ſuſtain the character of prophets. Speaking 
in his name, and moved by his Holy Spirit, they foretell the riſe or the 
fall of individuals, of cities, of Kingdoms. Almoſt all the important 
revolutions in the world were foretold in ſcripture, The great empires 
of Babylon, Perſia, Greece, and Rome, with their ſubdiviſions and 
terminations, are depicted in the prophecies of Daniel, with an accu- 
racy that is truly aſtoniſhing. Things which continue to this day, and 
events which are now taking place, ſtand predicted in the ſacred page. 
Do we not ſee the poſterity of Japhet, by whom the iſles of the Gentiles Wi 
were inhabited, through Divine perſuaſion embracing the bleſſings which WM 
were once poſſeſied, almoſt excluſively, by Iſrael, who deſcended from Wi 
Shem ? and are not Ham's miſesahle poſterity to this day doomed to 
ſervitude? Babylon is ſwept with the Beſom of Deſtruction; Tyte, 
once fo renowned for her commerce, is become as the top of a rock, 1 
place only for fiſhermen to dry their nets: Egypt has Bog been the 
baſeſt of Kingdoms ; the poſterity of Iſhmael retain their ancient cha- 
racteriſtics, their hands have been againſt every man, and have often 
obtained extenſive conqueſts, but though every. man's hand hath been 
agaiuft them, they have never been ſubdued to a foreign yoke, &c. r. 
And the prophecies of the New Teſtament have bcen es punCtually fulflled 
as thoſe of the Old Have we not ſcen Jeruſalem in ruins, and the Jes 
ſcattered among all nations, exactly as Chriſt foretold ? Have we not 
wit neſſed the fulfilment of prophecy reſpecting antichriſtian Babylon! 
Obſcure as many things confeſſedly are in the Revelation of John, tit 
eat outlines of that prophecy are clear as light. The moſt prominent 
3 of the whole book is that which has actually been the moſt pro- 
minent feature of the new teſtament hiſtory, namely, a grand apoſtac 
from the truth. Here is held up to our eye, a great power which ſhoula 
riſe by degrees, and uſurp the authority of Chriſt ; ſhould perſecute li 
true ſervants io the death; ſhould be ſupported by thoſe nations inte 
which the Roman empire, on its diſſolution, thouid be divided; ſhoul 
continue above twelve hundred years ; but which, at the expiration ol 
this period, fou'd come to its end, and that by means of the hatred 
of thoſe very nations by which it had been ſupported. The rife of tins 
apoſtate power, we have ſeen: its reign alſo has been ſeverely felt by 
the fairhtul, for more than a thouſand years. Bleſſed be God, 48 
balance to the calamities of war, which grievouſly aMi& the earth, h) 
* 2 Tim. 2, 6. theſ 
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e means its downfall is rapidly r cm Thoſe very men, 
b in the preſent day _ the 8 deſpiſers of prophecy, are the 
ncipal i ents ot ing it. : f 
259 Kao page of pony reſpecting the coming of the Me- 
that about the time of his birth, it was generally expected. Nays 
n in ſurrounding nations there was a prevalent idea, that about that 
ke, an extraordinary character would appear among the Jews. And 
his the ſtate of the x; mind throughout Europe, at the preſent 
od, concerning the fall of popery. It is an object of general ex- 
ation. Even papiſts themſelves are ſaid to have ſtrong apprehenſions 
1 ng never could have been foretold with any degree 
preciſion, but by the inſpiration of God. Indeed it is upon this 
Inciple, that he reſts his claim to Deity, in oppoſition to the idols of 
g hcathens. His appeal is, © Shew us what ſhail happen :”—the 
ngs that are to come hereafter, that we may Know that ye are Gods“. 
Wc it follows, that if in any inftances the gift of prophecy is found 
eng men, it is communicated from the Molt High. Such ſpeak in 
name, and by the authority of God. And can we for a moment 
eine, that the God of eternal truth will give evidence in favor of a 
m of falſhood: or that the holy one of Iſrael would thus give a 
ed ſanction to the groſſeſt forgery? No, brethren; you ſtart with 
y horror from ſo impious a concluſion ; you receive with gratitude 
t book which wears upon its face ſuch a ſignature of divinity. | 
In addition to this brief view of the evidence, by which the divinity 
the chriſtian religion, as revealed in the holy ſcriptures, may be de- 
ſtrated, we ſubjoin an appeal, dear brethren, to your own expe- 
eee. With pleaſure we recolle&, that we are writing to perſons to 
om the Goſpel has come, “not in word only, but in power, in the 
ii Spirit, in much aſſurance f“ . To you it has been the word of fal- 
tion. Under its influence you have felt your underſtandings en- 
htened; your conſciences relieved ; your hearts filled with the exer- 
—_— of holy and heavenly affections; your ſouls ſupported under trials 
—_— ificulties ; and your proſpects beyond the preſent ſtate, bright, 
d itis:tor7, Theſe are experiences to which multitudes are 
Wn gers : with which you yourſelves once were unacquainted. Do not 
ander if they are the deriſion of infidels. It is no new thing for 
led men to {peak evil of what they do not underſtand. But you, 
Ethren, have an inward conviction of the truth of the leading doc- 
s of revelation. Led to a juſt acquaintance with your own cha- 
err, you perceive yourſelves to be ſinners; that your hearts are de- 
cc, all your moral exerciſes ſinful, and your own righteouſneſs to- 
s ſufficient to recommend you to God. Opening the Goſpel, you 
che diicoveries it contains are admirably ſuites to your circum- 
ces. Here you are convinced is your only ground of encouragement 
Wd ſource of comfort. Contemplating Jeſus in the character of me- 
or, and reading the kind invitations he has left on record, you re- 
red to God in his name. Difcerning the equity of divine require- 
_ vou owned the guilt you had coutrated. Lookin g to a crucified 
- >" ll : 


. 


* Iſai, xi. 21, 23. + 1 Thel, 1, . Curiſt 
11171 , 


| ( to ) 
Chriſt, you implored pardon for his ſake. Under the influence of th 
views, you feel yourſelves transformed by the renewing of your mind 
Now fin is hatefu!, obedience pleaſant, holineſs lovely, ſpiritual con. 
nections are amiable, communion with Chriſt is delightful, and conformity 
to him defirable. The influence of that ſelfith ſpirit that once ruled 
your heart being broken, you begin to love your neighbour as your 
His intereſt appears important in your eye. Your boſom glows vid 
benevolence. You exclaim, „O let the wickedneſs of the wicked com 
toanend®.” The plan cf ſalvation made known in the Goſpel, is wr 
derful. That this how!d be accompliſhed in a way conſiſtent with th 
moral character and government of jehovah ; nay to illuſtrate theb 
with freſh views of their glory, far heyond what were ever diſcover 
before, is truly aſtoniſhing indeed. You view ſuch a ſyſtem of doftrin, 
as worthy of God. It bears the ſtamp of divinity. At the ſame tine 
you perceive that a kind of counterpart exiſts in your experienc. 
Conſcious to yourſelves, that this is not of human production, you ch 
out, „By th grace of God, I am what I am.“ With the Bib: n 
your hand, and this bleſſed experience in your heart, you compare then 
together; you perceive their correſpondence ; you are convinced bol 
are of heavenly original, While ſome ridicule your faith as folly, al 
others pretend to pity you as diſcovering great weakneſs, you live a lit Wn 
which is above to the wiſe. Tie ſource whence it is derived, and ti: 
means by which it is ſupported, are equally unknown to the men oft 
world. But God has revealed them to you by his Spiritf. 1 
Thus having convincing proof of the truth of Chriſtianity in gener, nn_n.l 
and happy evidence of your own intereſt in the bleſſings it reveal 
particular, you are waiting for the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chil, 
The ſtranger to God finds that his worldly poſſeſſions are periſhing; bit 
you have treaſures laid up in heaven. Earthly empires may be or! 
turned ; but you have received a kingdom that -cannot be mort 
Thoſe around you, governed by viſible ſcenes, may have their bretl 
corroded with a thouſand anxieties ; while you walk by faith, and env] 
a heavenly calm. Time flies; nor would you wiſh to impede its fig. 
Having a glimpſe of the goodly land, you ſtand with holy compoſurea 
the verge of mortality, and look down the awful precipice with a d- 
tranquillity. Life retires; the world ſuffers an eternal eclipſe; ti 
ſhadows of the evening draw on. Nature is convulſed ; creation trend 
to its centre; the Chriſtian feels an immoveable rock beneath his it 
The ſummons arrives; his wings are on the full ſtretch ; a ray of cl 
tial light ſhines around. He cries, ** I know whom I have belies f 
and am perſuaded he is able to keep that which I have committed "oh 
himg.” He takes his flight; he is guarded amidft a convoy of daf 
angels; he ſafely lands on the happy ſhores of the heavenly Can 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that na 
is peace. 
Brethren, are theſe things ſo, what manner of perſons ought you 
be in all holy converſation and godlineſs? You profeſs 3 100 8 
famous for its unrivalled ſyſtem of morality ; be ſure you fairly iu 
this evidence of its divinity. Walk as becometh the Goſpel. _ 
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* Pſalm vii. 9. + 1 Cor. xv. 16. f 1 Cor. ii. 16, 2 Tim. bY the 
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he doctrine of your Lord and Saviour. Let all around you ſee the 
ruth of your faith, by the influence it hath on your practice. Thus 
ou will evidence its reality, and exhibit its genuine nature. Supreme 
dye to God, and diſintereſted good-will to men, are the ſum of prac- 
ical godlineſs. The exerciſe of the latter, ever accompanies the 
xiſtence of the former. Such a temper has an enlarging tendency : 
t will make a perſon truly generous and public-ſpirited. It counteraQts 


at narrow, ſelfiſh, contracted temper which prevails in a de 


generate 
peart, It unlocks the boſom. It expands the ſoul. It melts the heart. 
t prompts to activity. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth. 


Finally, brethren, let your loins be girded, and your lamps 
nd ye yourſelves like unto men that wait for their Lord. Hear your 
ucended Jeſus ſaying, « Occupy till I come“. The heavens and the 
arth are ſhaking. But, amidſt all, the cauſe of Chriſt ſhall proſper, and 
lis kingdom ſhall riſe. Animated with this pleaſing Proſpect, © be ſted. 
Bit, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 
you know that your labor js not in vain the Lord.“ 


signed in behalf of the Aſſociation, 


JOHN SUTCLIFF, Moderator. 
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MINUTE S: _ 

Tuz/day Evening VI. Met at Brother Cawe's Meeting-Houſe, in Herve 
began in prayer. Brother Sateliſ was choſen Moderator. The Lette foul 
Churches were read, and their Contents minuted. The Meeting was cloſed invl 
by Brother B7zndel. 3 = EW. ir, — 
_ Wedneſday Morning VI. Met at the ſame Place for Prayer. Brother Nietallil 
Nottingham, Read from Oakham, and Churchul from Sheepſhead, all newly calle 
the Miniſtry, and Brother Fletcher of Loſcoe, were engaged. _ 
& paſt X. Miet for public _ Worſhip,” at the Rev. Mr. Deacon's Meeting-Houlll 
Friar-Lane; the Miniſter and People who ſtatedly aſſemble there, kindly actamm 
us with the Uſe of it, as Brother Cave's was too-ſmall to contain the Congregatiahf 
Brother Crapps began in Prayer; Brother Hæper preached from Rom. v. 31; Wal 
In God, through cur Lord Fejſus Chriſt, by co hom ave bam received the Atonement, Bl 
Parris prayed. Brother Oi preached from Luke x. 42. Mary hath cheſen that 
Part which ſpall not be taken awway from ber. Brother Fuller concluded in Pram, 
The Miniſters and Meſſengers retirggh after Dinner, to hear the Circular tie] 
drawn up by the Moderator, which was app: oved and order to bs printed. 2 
Evening VI. Brother Mils prayed; Brother Ryland, from Briſtol, preached 
Col. i. 26, 27. The Myſry (or Secret) which bath been bid from Ares and Grad 
but nau is made manifef} ts bis Saints; to wvhom God would ma ke known ub, . 


of the Glary of this Myſtery ameng the Gentiles, <ohich js Chriſt in you, the Hepewfulſ 
Brother Edmonds concluded. | | | EA + 

Thurſday Morning VIII. Met in Hervey-Lane. Brother Evans of Sutton 
The Miniſters related ſome leading Hints of their religious Experiences du 
laſt Year. After Which Brother Heizhtsn prayed. The Buſineſs of the Allen 
Fund was then adjifted, Though the annual Collections for it have been Wa 
mall, its Uritiry is very apparent, cipecially in defraying the Expences of ka 
our Brethren, who abe put themſcives to greater Coſt by frequent preaching 
Villzges, than their contracted Circumitances would admit, were it n 
Aſſiſtance. Brother Burten vas defired to prepare the Circular Letter for next 
containing A Defence of experimental Religion. The Afociation was concluded 
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Prayers by the Moderator. 1 


The next Aſſociation to be held at Spalding, in Lincolnſhire, on the Tuedajy 7 
nejday,'and Thurſday in the Whitjun Week, Our Brethren Blundel and F aller to pres 
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1. A Charge and Sermon delivered at the Ordination of the Rev, W« 
Worceſter, by J. Kyland and S. Pearce, Price 1s. » _— 

2. Socinianiſm inde fenſible on the Ground of its oral Tendency, being * 5 
Dr Toutmin and Mr. Kentiſh, by A Fuller, Price 1s. 64 =, a 
3 The Impc: tance 0: deep and intimate Knowledge of divine Truth ad 
betore the BRaptiſt Atleciation at St, Albans, June 1, 1796, by A. Fuller, 100 
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are given to the Bapiift M iſſion Society. Price 15. | _ 

5. Periodical Accounts relative to the Baptiſt Society for propagating W 
among tlie Heathen, Price 18. 6d, 1 5 4 


2 1 


* 
4 


1 
- Tas 
7 
Ju; 
8 8 
22 
5 
* 
— FF N 
_—_ 
bo 


ml 


